Don’t litter. Recycle or
dispose of trash properly.

This includes not only metals,
plastics, paper, and glass, but
also hazardous materials such as batteries,
paints, and other household chemicals.
Contact Putnam County Recycling/Solid
Waste (845) 225-364 |, ext 202 to find out
about County hazardous

waste days, or visit their [ g
website at m’

WWW.puthamcountyny.com

for more information.
Gutters and sump pumps

Collect roof runoff in rain barrels, and then
utilize this water later on to water your
garden. Rain barrels to which you can hook
up 2 garden hose can be purchased or
constructed, OR

Direct water to grassy or vegetated areas
rather than down the driveway and into the
street. Lawns will soak up much of the
water and cleanse it of pollutants.

Pet waste

Flush it down the toilet. Animal waste
material is rapidly abserbed by rainfall and
carried into storm drains. The nutrients in
it encourage the growth of pathogens and
harmful bacteria in our waterways.

Swimming Pocis

Before you drain your
pool, test the water to
make sure that chlorine is |
not detected. Then direct
the drainage to a sanitary
sawer, if possible.

Dutdoor chamicals

A
Always store chemicals and
. ﬂ cleaning products in
a covered area,
where any leaks can
be contained.

Septic systems

Have your septic inspected at least every two
years. A malfunctioning septic system can
contaminate not only groundwater, but. surface
water as well. Generally, septic tanks must be
pumped every 3 to 5 years at a minimum,

Don’t plant trees or park vehicles over your
septic absorption field—this can damage the
pipes and lead to leaks.

Refrain from pouring any household chemicals,
gasoline, oil, pesticides, or antifreeze down the
drain or into toilets; these substances will
inhibit the action of bacteria that keep the
septic tank system functioning. Additionally,
avold disposing of diapers, cat litter, coffee
grounds, cigarettes, feminine hygiene products,
and grease Into a septic system; they will clog
the system’s components.

For more information, check out
these websites:

Putnam County Soil and Water Conservation
District:
amco .com

New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation; Division of Water Mainpage
www.dec.state ny usfwebsite/dow/

mainpage.htm
Phase Il Stormwater Requirements

wwyy.dec state.nv.us/website/dow/futurreg.htm
Phase il General Permits and Information

www.dec state.nyv.usfwebsite/dow/Phasel.htm]

United States Environmental Protection Agency:
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System

www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater
Polluted Runoff ~ Nonpoint Source Pollution

www.epa.govinps

US Department of Agticulture—Natural Resources
Conservation Service: Backyard Conservation

i r vifeature/b r
Center for Watershed Protection
WwWw.cwp.org

Putnam County Soil and Water
Counservation District
841 Fair Street
Carmel, NY 10512

Phone: 845-878-7918, ext. 104
Fax: 845-878-0721
faurl.taylor@putnameeountyny.com

Putnam County SWCD would iike to thank
Dutchass County SWCD
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